
The UC Application for 
Undergraduate Admission



Before Beginning
Research Campuses Early
Gather Materials: 
•Unofficial transcript
•Social Security Number
•Parent Income
•Test Scores
•List of Activities, Awards, Leadership,    
Community Service, & Employment  
•Credit card

Turn off all electronic distractions. 

Yes. Turn off your phone. 

Clean up or shut down social media 
accounts

Create a professional email address and 
check it regularly.
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Date/Deadline Task
August 1 UC Application Opens
November 1-30 Submit UC Application Online
Mid-January Self-Report December Test Results
February - March Notification of Admission
May 1 Statement of Intent to Register (SIR) 

Deadline
Mid-May to Early June Waitlist Admission Notification

Application Timeline

Freshman



How Applications are 
Reviewed



Requirements vs. Selection

Every UC Campus…

• Gets the same application
• Reviews for minimum requirements
• Reviews for admission individually using 

content of the entire application



Comprehensive Review
•Campuses look for strong grades, test scores & course 
preparation and an inclusive educational experience

•Assess student within context of educational environment and 
available resources and opportunities 

•The full application not just the personal insight questions



Comprehensive Review
• Grade-Point Average
• Test Scores
• Courses 

Completed/Planned
• Honors Courses
• Top 9% Local Context 

(ELC)
• Quality of Senior-Year 

Program of Study
• Academic Opportunities 

in California High Schools
• Performance in Academic 

Subject Areas
• Achievements in Special 

Projects 

• Improvement in Academic 
Performance

• Special Talents, 
Achievements, and 
Awards

• Participation in 
Educational Preparation 
Programs

• Academic 
Accomplishment Within 
Life Experiences

• Geographic Location



Completing the UC Application
https://universityofcalifornia.edu/apply



•Academic History – report EVERYTHING including 
repeated classes

•Examination Scores – Send to one campus only. SAT 
subject tests not required. To see if they are 
recommended, check here: 
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/freshman/require
ments/examination-requirement/SAT-subject-
tests/index.html

•Activities Outside of School – Don’t use acronyms, don’t 
report same activity in multiple places on the application.

•Verification of Application Information

Importance of Accurate Details



Getting Started

First time users 
start here!

Application Deadline: November 30, 11:59 p.m. PST

Apply Online at universityofcalifornia.edu/apply
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Navigating

• Use the progress bar above to navigate
• Use sections on the right for guidance
• Use buttons below to move from page to page
• Note ‘my uc application’, ‘help’, and ‘sign out’





Starting Your Application

All students must enter a social security 
number if they have one



Selecting a Major

Click to expand 
the list of majors 



Ranking San Diego Colleges

You must click here 
before ranking the 
colleges



Scholarships

Review and select up to 16 scholarships that match 
your characteristics, interests, and background!



Biographical Information



Academic History for 
Freshman Applicants



7th/8th Grade Courses

Advanced math and language other than English 
courses in middle school can be used to meet A-G 
requirements



High School Attendance

Must list every school attended since 9th grade



High School Attendance

Provide basic information 
about your high school



High School Coursework 

Enter academic courses taken and grades earned at each 
school as they appear on your official academic record



High School Coursework
All Rocklin High School A-G 
courses are listed. DO NOT use 
this screen to enter courses you 
can’t find!!



College Courses Taken in High School



Activities & Awards

Choose up to 5 of your most 
meaningful experiences for each 
category.

• Non a-g Coursework
• Educational Preparation Programs
• Community Service
• Work Experience
• Awards & Honors
• Extra Curricular Activities



Academic History Comments

Use this space to explain unusual circumstances, not 
as an extension of the personal statement



ACT & SAT Test Scores

Self-report scores here and order official scores to be 
sent to at least one UC campus



Advanced Placement Test Scores

Passing AP & IB exam scores can be used to show 
subject mastery



The personal insight questions



Each new question aligns to one 
or more of the 14 comprehensive 
review factors that campuses 
consider in their admissions 
decisions.

• Freshmen must choose 4 out of 
8 questions

• Maximum of 350 words for each 
response

• All questions have equal value; 
there is no advantage or 
disadvantage to choosing 
certain questions over others 

The personal insight questions



The personal insight questions
1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have positively 
influenced others, helped resolve disputes, or contributed to group efforts over time.

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways: problem 
solving, original and innovative thinking, and artistically, to name a few. Describe how you 
express your creative side. 

3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you developed and 
demonstrated that talent over time? 

4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational opportunity or 
worked to overcome an educational barrier you have faced. 

5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken to 
overcome this challenge. How has this challenge affected your academic achievement? 

6. Describe your favorite academic subject and explain how it has influenced you. 

7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better place? 

8. What is the one thing that you think sets you apart from other candidates applying to the 
University of California? 



The personal insight questions

Click the blue “answer” 
button to respond to the 
questions of your choice



• The new format gives applicants a greater say in the kind of information 
they want to share

• Students can express who they are and what matters to them not only in 
how they respond to the questions, but also through the questions they 
choose to answer 

• Option over which questions to answer gives students greater flexibility 
and control

What does UC expect to learn from 
the responses?

• Allows students to select 
questions that are most 
relevant to them 



Submitting the Application



Submitting the Application

Disabled until all circles 
are solid.



Completeness Check



Release & Signature



Fees, Payment & Waivers



Submit

Click here 
and expect this
Check your email 
for a submission 
confirmation



After Submission



Who is Getting Admitted?



Who is Getting Admitted?



What about Rocklin Students?

For the Fall 2015 Class
103 Applicants

68 Were admitted
35 Enrolled

UCLA
Admitted 22% of our applicants
Average admitted GPA was 4.26

UC Merced
Admitted 100% of our applicants
Average admitted GPA was 3.96

Fall Admissions Overview
Enrollment By Source School



Resources
UC Admissions Home Page

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/

How to Apply
http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/index.html

Online Application
https://admissions.universityofcalifornia.edu/applicant/login.htm

Help Desk
ucinfo@applyucsupport.net
1-800-207-1710 (U.S. only)

1-661-336-5723 (outside U.S.)

Mrs. Tillery in the College and Career Center
atillery@rocklin.k12.ca.us

Senior Counselor, Mrs. Harris
kharris@rocklin.k12.ca.us



Submitting the Application


